FRENCH  POLITICAL  THOUGHT
to which the principles on which State education rest are in
direct contradiction to Catholic ideas of education.
2.  The freedom of attending private schools is illusory, for
most people cannot afford them.
3.  The "Monopolist" claim that the child belongs to the
State is a negation of the family.
4.  The Monopoly is a violent reaction of despotism against
Liberal institutions; it is the negation of healthy rivalry, of
scientific competition, of progress.
5.  The Monopoly is the foe of society. It professes an arid
scepticism which threatens social order with a world-wide
catastrophe. The teaching of the Church is the only alterna-
tive : it is in harmony with the Liberalism of the Charter and
is indispensable to modern civilization.
What then is to be done? To set up an " impartial tribunal,
free from passions, able to give both to the State and to families
the necessary securities and preserve liberty from the attacks
of the Monopoly system. Let this tribunal alone be free to
decide as to the fitness of would-be teachers, to give diplomas,
to control education/'
The demands put forward in this manifesto were not all
unreasonable; much depended on the interpretation to be given
in practice to terms such as " impartial." Other manifestos,
however, soon made it clear that what the Church really
wanted was freedom to organize the whole system of education,
including the granting of degrees and diplomas, without any
interference or control of any kind from the State, and yet
with such financial aid as would enable her to compete
everywhere with the State's system; many went further, and
demanded not freedom but the transfer of the monopoly from
the State to the Church.
Those of us who recollect the acuteness of English education
controversies in the early years of this century will not be sur-
prised at some feeling being displayed on both sides, but the
violence of the attacks on the State monopoly will both
startle our more polite age and explain the strenuousness of the
resistance. According to one writer the University was " a
cesspool of all vices," its teachers " worthy sons of the Terror,
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